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VASCULARFLORAOFCONNECTICUT

Leslie J. Merhoff

ABSTRACT

Forty-six native or naturalized species, varieties, or liybrids are reported as addi-

tions to Dovvhan's Preliminary Checklist of the Vascular Flora of Connecticut

These represent 21 native taxa and 25 apparently naturalized taxa. Fach taxon is

presented with a brief history of its discovery in Connecticut. Dates are presented

for the earliest known voucher specimen for each addition.
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The following list o[ taxa represents additions to the non-

cultivated flora of Connecticut that have been discovered since

the publication of the PRELIMINARY CHECKLIST OF
THEVASCULARFLORAOF CONNECTICUT(Dowhan

1979). Most are new discoveries although the recent annota-

tion of specimens collected prior to 1979 accounts for some

of the new records. In some cases taxa considered here were

not included in regional floristic treatments such as Fernald

(1950), Seymour (1969), or Gleason and Cronquist (1963,

1991). Some taxa appear to be adventive and it remains to be

seen whether or not these will become established in Con-

necticut

41 species, 2 varieties, and 3 naturally occurring hybrids in

29 families are reported. 21 taxa appear to be native while

the remaining 25 appear to be non-native or ruderal taxa and

should be considered as adventive or naturalized. One new

family, the Hymenophyllaceae, is added to the flora. (Six taxa

are listed as Endangered and three as Special Concern Spe-

cies on the Connecticut list of Endangered, Threatened, or

Special Concern Species (Department of Environmental
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Protection 1993). 34 records are from recent disco\cries and

12 records represent additions due to re\'isionary reevalua-

tions.

It seems prudent to follow the family order as presented in

Dovv'han (1979). Taxa within families are alphabetized by

genus, and those within genera are alphabetized by species.

However, familial names used here all end in -aceae, alterna-

tive names being used for the sake of consistency in certain

families. Nomenclature follows the Flora of North America

(Floraof North America Editorial Committee 1993) forpteri-

dophytes and Gleason and Cronquist (1991) for angiosperms.

A single specimen is cited at the end of the discussion for

each taxon. Citations arc for the earliest voucher specimen

known to me. No attempt has been made to include multiple

vouchers tYom different herbaria where duplicates may have

been deposited, although I am aware many exist. These

records represent collections deposited at CONN,GH, MASS,
NCBS, NEBC, NYS, andYU (Holmgren et al. 1990).

Distributional information comes from Flora of North

America, Volume 2 (Flora of North America Editorial Com-
mittee 1993) for pteridophytes and Gleason and Cronquist

(1991) for angiosperms unless otherwise noted. A table sum-

marizing all additions and a map showing Connecticut's 8

counties are included. .

LYCOPODIACEAE

Lycopodiella alopeciiroides (L.) Cianfill

Foxtail Club-moss

This taxon was originally reported as Lycopodiitm

alopeciiroides L. by Edwin H. Fames from Mil ford, New
Haven County in 1908. Fames also collected/., alopeciiroides
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Figure 1. Map of Connecticut showing County and Town Boundaries.

in Fairfield County. The correct identification of the specime-

mens had been questioned by Joseph Dowhan and others.

Revisionary work by the late Joseph Beitel and Warren H.

Wagner, Jr. has confirmed Fames' original detemiination. This

species, under the synonym Lycopodium aJopecuroides L. is

listed as a Species of Special Concern in Connecticut (DEP

1993).

Distribution: Texas and Louisiana, north to Rhode Island

and Massachusetts, mostly on coastal plain but inland to

western North Carolina and northern Georgia.

[ 26 SEP 1908, E. H. Fames .v. //. (CONN)]
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Lycopodiella xcopelandii (Eiger) Cranfill. [Lycopodiell

alopeciiwides (L.) Cranfill x L. adpressa (Lloyd & Underw,

Cranfill] Hybrid Bog Club

pecimens were annotated as

hybrid by Florence S. Wagner and Warren H. Wagner, Jr. These

records were from Fairfield, New Haven, and Middlesex

Counties. The late Joseph Beitel had called my attention to a

collection in the G. Safford Torrey Herbarium (CONN) from

Simsbury, Hartford County, of a Lycopodiella which he de-

termined to be L. xcopelandii. Subsequent evaluation of ma-

terial from that herbarium did not yield a specimen which the

Wagners felt comfortable in assigning to this hybrid taxon.

Distribution: This taxon can be expected anywhere within

the range of either parent species.

[30 AUG1907, E. H. Fames 5. //. (CONN)]

SELAGINELLACEAE

SeUiginella eclipes Buck. Buck's Meadow Spike-moss

This spike-moss is confused with the commonSelaginella

apoda (L.) Spring and may have been overlooked in the north-

east. In 1982 Terry R. Webster found specimens determined

as 5. apoda collected in western Connecticut which matched

Buck's description of this species (Buck 1977). Numerous
calcareous localities in western Connecticut have yielded

plants whose morphologies are intermediate between S.

eclipes and S. apoda, adding to the confusion surrounding

this taxon. Specimens, which we identified as.S'. eclipes, taken

from the floor of an abandoned limestone quarry have re-

cently been confirmed by Ivan A. Valdespino at the NewYork

Botanical Garden. Shortly after collecting these specimens

from the quarry floor, the quarry was reactivated for pro-

cessing marble. It now appears to have been abandoned
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again and should be revisited. Any specimen from calcare-

ous areas and growing in full sun presumed to be S. apoda

should be given more than a cursory glance.

Distribution: Western Quebec and eastern Ontario south

through western NewYork to Oklahoma and Arkansas.

[26 APR 1983, L. J. Mehrhoff 7546, with T. R. Webster

(CONN)]

OSMUNDACEAE

Osmiinda xniggii Tryon [Osmunda claytoniana L. x O. re-

galis L. var. spectabilis (Willd.) Gray]

Interrupted Royal Fern

This ver}' rare hybrid was first collected in Wilton, Fairfield

County, Connecticut in 193 1 by Leonard J. Bradley. The type

specimen came from a garden in Hartford, by way of the gar-

den of Dr. Harold G. Rugg of Dartmouth College in New
Hampshire (Tryon 1940). The last Wilton collection appears

to be from 1938. It is not currendy known to be extant in

Connecticut.

Distribution: Fairfield County, Connecticut and Craig

County, Virginia.

[14 JUN 1931, L. J. Bradley s. n. (GH)]

HYMENOPHYLLACEAE

Trichomanes intricatiim Farrar. Appalachian Trichomanes

The species name Trichomanes iutricatum Farrar has only

recently been published (Farrar 1992) although the gameto-

phyte has been known for several years (Fan"ar et al. 1983).

This fern gametophytc, which apparently never produces a

sporophyte, was reported from Kent and Norfolk, Litchfield

County in 1983 by Donald R. Farrar, James C. Parks, and
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Bruce W. McAlpin (Farrar cV al 1983). Gamclophylic planls

of Tricliotnanes intricatuni, once described to me by Rolla

Tryon as "resembling green steel wool" can be easily o\er-

lookcd. It has recently been found in Hartland, Flartford

County and should be looked for in other areas. It is a Spe-

cies of Special Concern in Connecticut, listed as Trichowanes

sp. (DEP 1993).

Distribution: Central Vermont and New Hampshire south

along the Appalachian uplands to Alabama and Georgia,

disjunct in southern Illinois and Indiana and western Ken
tuckv.

[30 SEP 1991, L. J. Mehrhoff 15299, with M. Ardw in, J.

Barrett, and N. Proctor (CONN)]

PTERIDACEAE

PelUiea gUibelUi Melt, ex Kuhn subsp. glabella

Smooth Cliff-brake

The smooth Cliff-brake was first reported from Connecticut

in 1988 from a single calcareous outcrop in Salisbury,

Litchfield County by Karen S. Hansen and Robert E.

Schneider. The population seems to be well established as

there are many individuals in the population. It is listed as an

Endangered Species in Connecticut (DEP 1993).

Distribution: Vermont to Minnesota and south to Tennes-

see, Virginia, and w estern Maryland.

[27 JUN 1988, K. S. Hansen and R. E. Schneider 241

(CONN)]

ALISMATACEAE

Echinodoriis /^«<?///«'(Mart.)Buchenau Burhead

This small aquatic was first reported in Connecticut from a
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pond margin in Glastonbuiy, Hartford County in 1989 by

William Moorhead. No individuals o{ Echinodonis were ob-

ser\cd at this station for three subsequent years. This is not

atypical for this taxon (C. B. Hellquist pers. comm.). A small

number o[ plants of Echinodorus were seen at this site in

1993 (K. J. Mctzler pers. comm.). Numerous plants in llower

and fruit were obser\ed in 1994. This appears to be the only

extant NewEngland population. It is listed as an Endangered

Species in Connecticut (DEP 1993).

Distribution; Tropical America north along the Atlantic

Coast irregularly to Massachusetts, up the Mississippi River

to Illinois, Missouri, occasional!} Kentucky and Kansas.

[18 AUG1989, K. J. Met/.lcr 89001 (CONN)]

HYDROCHARITACEAE

Egeria dens a Planch.

This aquatic species is commonly grown in aquaria. Egeria

densa was introduced, apparently intentionally, in Westport,

Fairfield County where it has persisted. It also has been oc-

casionally introduced in Massachusetts and Vermont (Crow

and Hellquist 1982). It should be watched for elsewhere in

southern New England. It might be confused with species of

Elodea.

Distribution: Occasional in northeastern United States. Na

live of South America, from southeastern Brazil to nc^lh-

emArgentina.

[20 AUG1992, P Aarrestad s. n. (CONN)]

POACEAE

Air a praecox L.

This European Hairgrass was first reported from Norwich,
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New Lc^ndon County in 1992. The population was \\'c\\ es-

tablished in sandy soils of a "jug-handle" at the junction of

Routes 2 and Interstate 1-395. It was not noticed at this site in

1982 when collections were made in the same locality. A sec-

ond station \\'as found near an exit ramp off the interstate in

Old Lyme, New London County in 1994.

Distribution: Eastern Connecticut to Virginia, usually near

the coast. Native of Europe.

[12 JUN 1992, L. J. Mehrhoff 75678 (CONN)]

Microstegiiun vimineum (Trin.) A. Camus

The precise history of this species in Connecticut is some-

what unclear. Ljiuren Brown (pers. comm.) observed this spe-

cies in Branford, New Haven County in the early 1980s but

apparendy no specimens were taken. In 1990 a population of

this species was obser\ed in East Haddam, Middlesex County

T. Hcndrickson and collected under the name Eulalia

viminea (Trin.) Ktze. By 1991 it appeared to be well estab-

lished at numerous sites in New London (W. Dreyer pers.

comm.) and Fairfield Counties and at single sites in both

Hartford and Litchfield Counties. Tolland County specimens

are from unwanted volunteers, probably from fruits falling

from New Jersey material while it was being pressed. (Re-

peated attempts have been made to eradicate this species at

this site.) The first North American collection o{ Microstegiiun

vimineum was made in 1919 in Knoxville, Tennessee

(Fairbrothers and Gray 1972). It was first collected in New
Jersey in 1959 (Fairbrothers and Gray 1972). This in\asi\'e

grass is now well established in many areas in northern New
Jersey, Pennsylvania, and southeastern NewYork (Hunt and

Zaremba 1992; pers. obs.). It occurs along roadsides, in allu-

vial woods, on serpentine barrens, and ruderal habitats and

can form extensive stands to the exclusion of almost e\ er\'
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thing else. This species should be closely monitored and con-

trolled if at all possible.

Distribution: Connecticut and NewYork southward. Na-

tive of tropical Asia.

[19 SEP 1990, T. Hendrickson .v. //. (NCBS)]

Panicum amarulumA. Hitchc. & Chase

Panicum amarulum was first taken in Connecticut from a

roadside in Hebron, Tolland County m 1983. It is also known

from North Haven, New Haven County. P. amarulum may

have been originally introduced as an ornamental or acciden-

tally introduced with roadside plantings or seeding at these

sites. It is now spreading and appears to be well established.

Panicum amarulum is not thought to be native north of New

Jersey. Massachusetts records from Cape Cod are thought to

be introductions (B. Somepers. comm.). It is treated here as

distinct from Panicum amarum Ell.

Distribution: NewJersey to Mexico, occasionally inland in

North Carolina and West Virginia.

[12 SEP 1983, L. J. Mehrhoff 9240 (CONN)]

Panicum scabriusculiim Elliott

This species was originally collected as Panicum acuJeatum

Hitchc. & Chase in Stafford, Tolland County on 21 JUN 1911

by Charles H. Bissell. A specimen from this collection was

determined not to be Panicum aculeatum by Joseph J. Dowhan

(1979). A duplicate collection was later discovered at the

Smithsonian Institution (US) that had been annotated as

Dichanthelium scabriusculum (Elliott) Gould & Clark by the

late F. C. Gould and C. A. Clark. A recent specimen of Panicum

scabriusculum was collected in Voluntown, New London

County, in 1989 by William J. Crins. This species is list-

ed undQY Dichanthelium scabriusculum as an Endangered
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Species mConnccticul (DEP 1993).

Distribution: Connecticut and New Jersey to Florida and
Texas.

[13 JUN 1989, W. J. Crins 7628 (NYS)]

Vulpia myuriis Rat-tail Fescue

Vulpia myuriis was collected at two sites less than 1 km
from each other near Long Island Sound in Fairfield, Fairfield

County on 28 JUL 1992. Both sites were open, sandy disturb-

ed areas. One site was along a path to Long Island Sound and

the other was adjacent to a gravel parking area remo\ed fi om
the coast, The spikelets were disarticulating at the time of

collection, specimens from other localities should be sought

at an earlier date.

Distribution: Widespread. Native of Europe.

[28 JUL 1992, L. J. Mehrhoff 75979, with W. E. Brumback
(CONN)]

CYPERACEAE

Carex backii Boott

Vegetative material, thought to be Carex backii, was col-

lected on a marble ridge in Canaan, Litchfield County by
Thomas Rawinski in 1988. In 1992, Elizabeth Thompson,
reportedly unaware of Rawinski 's find, collected fertile ma-
terial of C. backii from the same calcareous ridge. It seems
reasonable, in light o^ Thompson's collection, to assume

nski's specimen's belong of

apparent rarity in the state, this species should be considered

for inclusion on Connecticut's list of protected species.

Distnbution: Quebec to New Jersey, west across to Minne-
sota, Utah, Oregon, and British Columbia.
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Carex emoryi Dew.

A 1907 Edgar B. Harger collection of Carex aqua ti lis

Wahlenb. was determined by Lisa Standley in 1990 to be

Carex emoryi. Harger had collected the specimen in "wet

ground at Selden's Cove", Lyme, NewLondon County, Con-

necticut. This is the same locality from which nineteenth

centur}' specimens oiNehtmbo lutea (Willd.) Pers. were taken.

Nelumbo lutea and Carex emoryi have similar distributions.

I am suspicious of the nativcness of Nelumbo at this site.

Distnbution: Southern NewYork to North Dakota and

Manitoba, south to Virginia, Arkansas, and Texas.

[22 JUN 1907, E. B. Harger 5141 (NEBC)]

Cyperus echinatus (L.) Wood
Collections of William R. Dudley from North Branford

made in 1881 found in Yale's D. C. Eaton Herbarium (YU)

have been annotated by Gordon C. Tucker to Cyperus ovularis

(Michx.) Torr. a synonym for Cyperus echinatus.

Distribution: Connecticut and NewYork to southern Ohio,

Illinois, and eastern Kansas, south to Florida and northeast

em Mexico.

[1 JUL 1881, William R. Dudley s. n. (YU)]

Rhynchospora scirpoides (Vahl) Griseb.

This was originally reported as Psilocarya scirpoides Torr.

from a shallow pond margin in Simsbury, Hartford County in

1981 (Mehrhoff 1982b). It has been reported as recently as

1990 at the same site. A 1994 visit to Great Pond yielded no

plants of Rhynchospora scirpoides and little suitable habitat

due to increased water level. Acti\e management is urgent-

ly needed at this site. It is listed under Psilocarya scirpoides

1 as an Endangered Species in Connecticut (DEP 1993),

Distribution: Eastern Massachusetts and Rhode Island,
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nortwest Indiana, southwest Michigan, southeastern

Virginia and eastern North Carohna.

[3 SEP 1981, L. J. Mehrhoff 5454 (CONN)]

LILIACEAE

OrnitJwgalum nutans L. Nodding Star-of-Bethelehem

Ornitho galiim nutans was collected from Groton, NewLon-

don County in 1983 by E. A. Christensen, M. W. Lefor, and

R. Piaccntini (Christensen and Lcfor 1985). A previously

unidentified collection of this taxon from East Haddam,
Middlesex County was identified by Enc Christensen in 1984.

It IS questionable whether or not either of these populations

are established.

Distribution: Occasionally escaped from cultivation. Na-

tive of western Asia.

[20 MAY1983, E. A. Christensen, M. W. Lcfor, R. Piacentini

842 (CONN)]

ORCHIDACEAE

Malaxis bayardii Fernald

Recent annotations of specimens o{ Malaxis unifolia Michx.

from the New England Botanical Club Herbarium (NEBC)
by Paul M. Catling of Agriculture Canada have shown Malaxis

bayardii to have occurred in Connecticut. Annotated records

come from Enfield, Hartford County and Bolton and Somers,

Tolland County. The differences between these two species

are slight and easily overlooked (Catling 1991). Other her-

barium holdings of Munifolia should be checked. M. unifolia

is listed as an Endangered Species in Connecticut (Depart-

ment of Environmentat Protection 1993). M. bayardii should

be added to the list as a Species of Special Concern until it
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can be ascertained whether or not it is extant in the state.

Distribution: Massachusetts and NewYork south to Vir-

ginia and North Carolina (Catting 1991).

[1896, Arthur S. Pease s. n. (NEBC)]

URTICACEAE

Pileafontana ( Lunell) Rydberg

This taxon has probably been overlooked in the northeast

for many years. Seymour (1969) docs not include this spe-

cies. I collected specimens of it from the edge of a wooded

swamp in Farmington, Hartford County in September, 1992.

This prompted a close scrutiny of material of Pilea piimila

(L.) Gray from Connecticut at the G. Safford Torrey Her-

barium (CONN). It appears that in 1991 Nels E. Barrett, while

working on freshwater tidal vegetation along the Connecti-

cut River, had collected specimens of Pilea fontaua (as P.

pumila) from East Haddam, Middlesex County.

Distribution: Prince Edward Island to North Dakota and

Nebraska south to Indiana and Virginia.

[9 SEP 1991, Ncls E. Barrett 00501 (CONN)]

CHENOPODIACEAE

Bassia hirsuta (L.) Aschers.

Individuals of this taxon were reported from a disturbed

salt marsh in Mystic, Stonington, New London County in

1979 by William R. Linke, Jr. A small population was grow-

ing at the edge of the salt marsh with Phragmites australis

Cav.) Trin.

Distribution: Massachusetts to Virginia. Native of Europe.

[18 SEP 1980, L. J. Mehrhoff 3333, with W. R. Linke

(CONN)]
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Kochia sieversiana (Pall.) C. C. A. Meg.

Connecticut's only record for this species was collected as

Bassia hyssosifoUa (Pallas) Kiinlze from sea wrack along the

Mystic River in Slonington, New London County, by Gor-

don C. Tucker in 1981. A specimen of this collection in the

New England Botanical Club Herbarium (NEBC) was anno-

tated to Kochia sieversiana by the Curator, Ray Angelo, in

1989.

Distribution: Apparently not previously reported from the

Northeast. Native of Siberia (Shishkin, ed. 1970).

[17 AUG1981, G. C. Tucker 1668 (NEBC)]

AMARANTHACEAE

Amaranthiis pumiliis Raf. Seabeach Amaranth

An 1893 specimen of this species, collected in New Lon-

don, New London County, has recently been located in the

NewYork State Museum. The label has no additional local-

ity information. This species is listed as a Threatened Spe-

cies by the U. S. Fish & Wildlife Senice (USFWS1993) and

as a Connecticut Species of Special Concern (DEP 1993).

Distribution: Massachusetts to North Carolina.

[11 JUN 1893, sine collector (NYS); the specimen originally

from Union college]

CARYOPHYLLACEAE

Saginajaponica (Sw. ) Ohwi

This species was first reported from a stairwell in NewLon-

don, New London County in 1988 by Virginia Magee. Col-

lections were determined to be Sagina japonica by Gan"ett

E. Crow (Mitchell and TuckerT991). It may be overiooked

(cf. Gleason and Cronquist 1991, Mitchell and Tucker 1991)



1995] Mehrhoff-Cotwecticut 23

and should be sought elsewhere.

Distribution: Massachusetts, Connecticut, and NewYork

Native of Japan and China.

[5 JUL 1988, Virginia L. Magee 88-33 (NCBS)J

PAPAVERACEAE

Glaucium fUivum Crantz

Glauciutn flavum is occasionally adventive in southern New
England. A specimen in the G. Safford Torrey Herbarium

(CONN) was collected in Groton, New London County in

1933. Glauciwn flavum appears to persist on sandy shores of

nearby eastern Long Island although there is some confusion

as to whether it is an annual, biennial, or perennial. It is sur-

prising that more seeds from the NewYork populations do

not become established along the eastern Connecticut shore-

line.

Distribution: Massachusetts to Virginia, and occasionally

inland to Michigan. Native of Europe.

[6 JUL 1933, K. R Jansson s. n. ( CONN)].

FUMARIACEAE

Corydalis bulbosa Pers.

This early spring ephemeral was first reported in Connecti-

cut from a wooded bank near a road and along an abandoned

rail road right-of-way in Salisbury Litchfield County in 1982

by H. Lincoln Foster and me. Photographs, but no specimens,

were taken at that time (29 APR 1982). It appeared to be well

established. Although the source of the original plants is not

known, we suspected that they may have come from a com-

post heap a dozen meters away. This seems likely given that

the seeds are readily dispersed by ants (pers. obs.) and this
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taxon has proved to be troublesome by virtue of its invasive

nature in some gardens (W. E. Brumback pers. comm.)- How-
ever, no check of the compost pile was made as the property

was heavily posted. The site was revisited in 1992 and the

plants appeared to be persisting but the numbers of observed

individuals seemed to have declined. The long-term persis-

tence of this taxon at this station is questionable.

Distribution: Garden escape. Native to central Europe

(Bailey 1949).

[11 MAY1992, L. J. Mehrhoff 15461 (CONN)]

BRASSICAEAE

Biinias orientalis L.

This species was first observed mRidgefield, Fairfield

County in 1989 by D. Norris. . A second population was

noticed in Goshen, Litchfield County in 1994. This popula-

tion is uncomfortably close to the entrance to an exclusive

country club and may have been planted and escaped. It is

unclear whether or not Bimias orientalis will become es-

tablished in Connecticut. There arc collections from

Rockland County, New York at the New York Botanical

Garden.

Distribution: Occasional in the eastern United States. Na-

tive of Europe.

[5 JUL 1989, David Norns .s'. /z. (CONN)]

Teesdalia nudicaulis (L.) R. Br.

Teesdalia nudicaulis was i'irst reported in Connecticut from

a roadside in NewLondon County in 1985 by Robert J. Craig

and me. It appears to be well established at this site but ap-

parently not spreading far beyond the intersection where it

was first observed.
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Distribution: Occasional in the United States. Native of Eu-

rope.

[9 MAY1985, L, J. Mchrhoff 11255 (CONN)]

ROSACEAE

/Agrimonia microcarpa Wallr. Low Agrimon\

Genevieve J. Kline, in working on her treatment of

Agrimonia for the Flora of North America, annotated two

specimens in the New England Botanical Club Herbarium

(NEBC) as this species. These had been collected in East

Granby, Hartford County and Stamford, Fairfield County.

Both had been previously identified as Agrimonia striata

Michx. Other herbaria should be searched for this more south-

ern taxon.

Distribution: NewJersey and Pennsylvania to Florida

and Texas.

[25 JUN 1916, Periey Spaulding s. n. (NEBC)]

FABACEAE

Lespedeza cnneata (Dumont) G. Don

The first Connecticut report of this species came from the

side of southbound Interstate 1-95 in Groton, New London

County in 1978 by William R. Linke, Jr. It has since been

collected along interstate highways in Hartford, Middlesex,

Windham, and Tolland Counties. Perhaps it was introduced

as a component of a seed mixture used in hydroseeding road-

side embankments. It appears to be well established and

spreading at most sites. Volunteers should be \\'atched for away

from highway roadsides.

Distribution: Southeastern United States north to Long Is-

land, NewYork and Connecticut. Native of eastern Asia.
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[25 SEP 1978, W. R. Linke, with L. J. Mehrhoff s. n

(CONN)]

Lespedeza striata (Thunb.) Hook. & Arn. Japanese Clover

Lespedeza striata was first reported from a roadside in

Groton, NewLondon County in 1991. The source of the origi-

nal plants at this site is unclear but it may have been intro-

duced to stabilize roadsides. This species appears to be well

established and spreading at this station.

Distribution: Gulf states north to Kansas, Indiana, and Con-

necticut. Native of eastern Asia.

[3 OCT1990, L. J. Mehrhoff 14075 (CONN)]

Pueraria lohata (Willd.) Ohwi Kudzu-vine

The first Connecticut specimens of this species were taken

in Fairfield, Fairfield County in 1928 by Edwin H. Fames.

The labels read "Fence-row bordering field of Phleum

pratense." It appears that he again visited the Fairfield to col-

lect Kudzu in 1947, this time in the company of J. J. Neale.

Neale collected another specimen (this time in bud) from

Fairfield on which he wrote, "Another colony in 1928 by E.

H. Fames." A 19 AUG1947 specimen from Fairfield col-

lected by J. J. Neale at the Herbarium of the Connecticut

Botanical Society (NCBS) reads, "On walls and spreading for

yards into field. Benson Road". It is not clear if these records

represent one Fairfield population or two. Lauren Brown col-

lected this species in 1978 in New Haven, New Haven

County. Pueraria lobata was well established at this site. At

that time, lianas reached the top of a four stoiy building, and

persisted for a number o{ years (L. Brown pers. comm.). It

appears to have become well established at this site in spite

of attempts to eradicate it. Kudzu is also established on near-

by Fishers Island, Suffolk County, NewYork. It should be
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watched for anywhere along the Connecticut coast. It may
not become established far from Long Island Sound.

Distnbution: Southeastern states north to NewYork and

Connecticut. Native of Japan.

[30 JUN 1928, E. H. Eames s. n. (CONN)]

Strophostyles leiospenna (T. & G. ) Piper

This species was reported from an abandoned gravel pit in

Milford, NewHaven County in 1990 by William Moorhead.

Strophostyles leiosperma may have been introduced where it

occurs, to stabilize gravel banks, but appears to be established

and spreading (W. Moorhead pers. comm.). This species has

recently been reported from Cape May County, New Jersey

by David Snyder (1990). He questions its nativcness at the

New Jersey station.

Distribution: Ohio to Wisconsin and North Dakota, south

to Florida and Texas.

[20 SEP 1990, W. Moorhead 90-01-0179 (CONN)J

GERANIACEAE

Geranium nepalense Su eet var. thunbergii (Sieb. & Zucc.)

Kudo

The first report of this taxon appears to be from a roadside

in New Milford, Litchfield County in 1981. That same year,

the late H. Lincoln Foster had this species as a weed in his

gardens at his home "Millstream" in Falls Village,

Canaan,Litchfield County. The source of his material was

unknown to him but it probably arrived with nursei7 mate-

rial. This is an aggressive weed which easily spreads by seeds.

Tolland County specimens are volunteers from seeds unin-

tentionally introduced into Willington from Litchfield County

by way of Coventry, Tolland County. This taxon has become
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a persistent pest, even in mowed lawns. It should be assidu-

ousl)' sought out and removed before it becomes established.

Distribution: Massachusetts. Native of eastern Asia.

[27 AUG1981, L. J. Mehrhoff 5252 (CONN)]

EUPHORBIACEAE

Croton glundulosns L. var. septentrionalis Muell. Arg.

William R. Linke, Jr. first reported a single individual of

this taxon from cinder ballast at the side of a railroad in Mys-

tic, Stonington, NewLondon County in 1978. This individual

was destroyed by constmction equipment working on a nearby

bridge. Seeds were produced, but subsequent visits to the site

failed to reveal new plants. I recently identified a specimen

of Croton glandulosiis var. septentrionalis from North Ha-

ven, New Haven County in 1993. collected by John W.

Souther.

Distribution: Tropical America north to Virginia, Indiana,

Idaho, and Nebraska, Occasionally adventi\ e farther north.

[10 OCT1978, L. J. Mehrhoff 2387 (CONN)]

RHAMNACEAE

Rhamnus citrifoUa (Weston) Hess & Stearn

Individuals of this taxon were first reported by Joe D. Pratt

(1980) as Rhamnus davurica Pallas in 1976 from an oxer-

grown old field in West Hartford, Hartford County. Label in-

formation states that numerous individuals were obscned with

many producing fruit. The species was extant at the same site

as recently as 1986. The commonly used epithet davurica

was replaced with the epithet citrifolia in 1979.

Distribution: Occasional within the Northeast. Native of

northeastern Asia.
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6 AUG1978, H. E. Ahles 86054 (MASS)]

HALORAGACEAE

Myriophyllum asiaticum (Veil.) Vcrdc. Parrotfeather

This species was originally collected on 12 SEP 1946 as

Proserpinaca palustris L. in shallow water of West Lake,

Guilford, NewHaven County by Edwin H. Eames and Will-

iam I. Starr. It had been filed accordingly in the G. Safford

Torrey Herbarium (CONN) until recently when it was acci-

dently noticed as a mis-identification by Donald H. Lcs. He
and I recently visited West Lake, searching in vain for

Myriophyllum aquaticum. It was not present in collections I

made from the lake in 1981. It appears that this species, na-

tive to south America, may not have persisted in the colder

climates of southern New England. Other herbaria should be

checked for collections of this taxon. It may be filed under a

synonym, Myriophyllum brasiliense Camb.

Distribution: Southern United States north to NewYork,

West Virginia and Missouri. Native of South America.

[14 SEP 1946, E. H. Eames and W. I Starr 12,195 (CONN)]

GENTIANACEAE

Centaurium pulchellum (Sw.) Druce Centauiy

This European species was reported from a grassy roadside,

well removed from houses, in Canaan, Litchfield County in

1984 by Robert Moeller. It was collected from another road-

side in Canaan in 1992.

Distribution: Locally introduced m the Northeast. Native

of Europe.

[29 JUL 1984, L. J. Mehrhoff 10401 (CONN)]
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CUSCUTACEAE

Cuscuta indecora Choisv

A specimen oi" Cuscuta indecora, originally labeled Cuscuta

coryli Engelm., was recently determined by Tania Beliz from

the University of California at Berkeley [UC]. It had been

collected by L. B. Bradley from a door\'ard in Wilton, Fairfield

County.

Distribution: Illinois to California, south to Florida and

South America.

[17 AUG1940, L. B. Bradley s. n. (NEBC)]

LAMIACEAE

Ehholtzia ciliata (Thunb.) Hylander

Elsholtzia ciliata was first collected in Connecticut from an

overgrown roadside near the Connecticut River in Cromwell,

Middlesex County in 1990 by Claudia Polsky and me. It has

recently been collected along the side of a highway in Can-

ton, Hartford County. Tolland County records are of unwanted

volunteers from seeds of plants originally brought to Con-

necticut from Morris County, New Jersey.

Distribution: Quebec, NewYork, and NewJersey to Wis-

consin. Native of Asia.

25 SEP1990, L. J. Mehrhoff 14007, with C. Polsky (CONN)]

SCROPHULARIACEAE

Linarki dalmatica E William R. Linke, Jr., Lois TclTt, and

Gordon Tucker first reported Linaria daltnatica from a road-

side in Lcdyard, NewLj3ndon County in 1984 (Tucker 1987).

It has also been collected from a disturbed site in Torrington,

Litchfield County
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in 1991.

Distnbution: Occasional in northeastern United States. Nat-

ive of eastern Mediterranean region.

[29 MAY1984, G. C. Tucker 24I5A (NCBS)]

Veronica beccabimga L. Brooklime

This European species was first reported from Great Falls

in the Amesville section of Salisbury, Litchfield County in

1980. It did not appear to persist at this site but may well

have become established below the falls where similar habi-

tat is extensive. A second population was discovered in 1994

in a brook on the east side of Washining Lake (fiist Twin

Lake) in Salisbury.

Distribution: Sparingly established from Quebec to Michi-

gan and south to New Jersey and West Virginia. Native of

Eurasia.

[21 OCT 1980, L. J. Mehrhoff 3417, with Sarah Fried

(CONN)]

ASTERACEAE

Aster xblakei (Porter) House [Aster nemoraUs Ait. x A.

acuminatusMichx.]

The first Connecticut record for Aster xblakei comes from

plants growing along a mesic woodland fire road in Pachaug

State Forest, Voluntown, NewLj^ndon County in 1982. These

were collected by William R. Linke, Richard Blodgett,

Edmund Smith, and Gordon Tucker (Tucker 1987). It occurs

in nearby Rhode Island.

Distribution: Newfoundland, Quebec, and Nova Scotia

south to New Jersey.

[16 AUG1982, G. C. Tucker 7789 (NCBS)J
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Eupatorium album L.

This southern taxon was first reported in Connecticut from

thickets and rock outcrops in Groton, NewLondon County

in 1981 by William R. Linke, Jr. (Tucker 1987). He also lo-

cated a second pc^pulation approximately 1 km away from

the first in a similar habitat. Both populations appear to be

native and well established and were doing well in 1990.

Distribution: Connecticut to Florida and west to Missis

sippi, southern Appalachian Mountains.

[14 AUG1981, L. J. Mehrhoff 4987 (CONN)J

Eupatorium hyssopifoUum L. var. laciniatum A.Gray

The only Connecticut collection of Eupatorium

hyssopifoUum var. laciniatum came from the side of Inter-

state 1-84 in Tolland, Tolland County in 1992. The typical

variety of Eupatorium hyssopifoUum occurs at many sites in

the four Connecticut counties adjacent to Long Island Sound.

This variety, more typically found to the south of Connecti-

cut according to Gleason and Cronquist ( 1 99 1 ), appears never

to have been reported from New England. It is noticeably

larger than the typical variety. E. hyssosifoUum var. laciniatum

has recently been collected in nearby New York (O.

Blanchard pers. comm.) The prc:)ximity of plants to the high-

way suggests this taxon should be considered as a ruderal

species in Connecticut. It may have been accidentally intro-

duced by recent highway maintenance work in its vicinity. It

should be watched for along interstates in Southern New
England.

Distribution: Southern New York to Georgia, northern

Florida, and Louisiana, occasionally inland to southern

Ohio, Kentucky, and Tennessee.

[6 SEP 1992, L. J. Mehrhoff 16202 (CONN)]
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Eiithamia tenuifoUa (Pursh) Nutt. var. microcephala Nutt.

Coastal Plain Flat-topped Goldenrod

The presence of EuJhamia tenuifolia var. microcephala was

brought to my attention in 1981 when Marie Pickhardt, a

well known Connecticut plant collector, gave me a speci-

men she called Solidago microcephala that had been collected

in Killingworth, Middlesex County that year (Mehrhoff

1982a). A check of the 0. Safford Ton^ey Herbanum (CONN)
revealed an earlier collection of S. tenuifolia from Groton,

New London County, that had been annotated to S.

miciocephakby the late Harry Ahles, and left unmentioned.

Sieren (1981) sinks this species \nio Euthamla lemufolia, giv-

ing it no varietal status and effectively removing it from the

flora of the state. Because of the similarity with Eiithamia

tenuifolia var. tenuifolia, E. tenuifolia var. microcephala may
have been o\erlookcd in our flora.

Distribution: Louisiana and Florida north to Maryland and

Connecticut.

[7 SEP 1933, K. P Jansson s. n. (CONN)]

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

I wish to thank curators and staff of CONN, GH, MASS,
NCBS, NEBC, NY, NYS, US, and YU for their time, assis-

tance, and access to their collections. I also wish to thank

Joseph M. Bcitel (deceased), David E. Boufford, Arthur

Cronquist (deceased), Donald R. Farrar, Alice Tryon, Rolla

M. Tryon, I van A. Valdespino, Florence S. Wagner, and War-

ren H. Wagner for their time in verifying some of my deter-

minations. Skip Blanchard, Lauren Brown, William E.

Brumback, Wendy Dreyer, Fl. Lincoln Foster (deceased), C.

Barre Hellquist, William R. Linke (deceased), Kenneth J.



34 Rhodora [Vol.97

have shared their knowledge of certain taxa. Gordon C.Tucker

of^ the NewYork State Museumhas shared valuable thoughts

on some of the included taxa which occur in southeastern

Connecticut. Ray Angelo, Curator of the New England Bo-

tanical Club Herbarium, has called mv attention to some re-

cent annotations in that herbarium, corroborated identifica-

tions, and read an earlier draft of this manuscript. Karen

Searcy, Curator of the University of Massachusetts Herbarium

has supplied collection data from specimens collected by the

late Harry Ahlcs. Donald H. Les, Director of the G. Safford

Torrey Herbarium, pro\ idcd many valuable comments on

drafts of this paper. Editors David S.Conant, Gordon P.

DeWolf, Jr., and Lisa A. Standlcy made helpful comments

on earlier drafts. Robert E. Dubos, Collection Manager of

the G. Safford Torrey Herbarium, assisted in the preparation

of specimens and the dispersal of duplicates. Diane Tyler, of

the Connecticut Geological and Natural History Survey, as-

sisted with the word processing. A generous grant from the

Connecticut Arboretum to the Connecticut State Museum of

Natural History helped prepare some of these specimens for

the Torre V Herbarium.

LITERATURECITED

Bailey, L. H. 1949. Maiiiuil of Cultivated Plants.Tlie Macmillan Com
paiiy. NewYork.

Buck,W. R. 1978. A new species of Selaginella m iheSelagl/iella apoda

complex. Caiiad. J. Bot. 55:366-371.

Ljiidleyana 6:3 23.

'/^

zw,

(Liliaceae) in Connecticut. 1-lliodora 87:437-438.

Crow, G. E. and C. B. Hollquist. 1982Aquatic Vascular Plants of New
England: Part 4. Juncaginaceae,Scheuchzeriaccae, Butomaceae,

flydrocharitaccac. NewHampshirc^gricultural Experiment Sta-



1995 Mduhii^Co/mecticull 35

tion, Durham, New Hampsliire.

Department ofEnviroiiiiiental Protection, 1993 Coimecticutls^ Endan-

gered, Threatened, and Special Concern Species. Hartford. 15

pages.

Dowhan, J. J. 1979. Preliminary Checklist of theVascular Flora of Con

necticiit. State Geological and Natural History Sur\'eyRcport

of Investigations No. 8. Hartford.

Fairbrothers, D. E. and J. R. Gray 1972. Kiicrostegium vimineum (Trin,)

A, Camus (Gramineae) in the United States. Bull.^BiTcy Bot.

Club 99: 97-100.

Farrar, D. R. 1992. Trichomanes intricatuni The independent 7>/c/?(9;/7rY;76'^

gametoph}te in the Eastern United StatesAmer. Fern J. 82(2)

68-74,

Farrar, D. R., J. C. Parks, mid BAV. McAlpin. 1983. The fern genera

Vittaria and Trichomanes in the northeastern United States.

Rhodora85: 83-92.

Feniiild, M. L. 1950. Gray s Manual of lk)tany Eighth Revised Edition.

Van Nostrand Rcinliold Company NewYork.

Hora of North vVmerica Editorial Committee, eds. 1993. Flora of North

America North of MexicoA'olume 2. Oxford University Press,

NewYork.

Gleason H. A. and A. Cronquist. 1963. Manual ofVascuhu- Plants of

Northeastern I'liited States andAdjacent Canada, First Edition.

Willard Grant Press, Boston.

1991. Manucil olV'^ascular Plants of

Northeastern United States ajidAdjacent Canada, Second Edi-

tion. NewYork Botanical Garden.

Flolmgrcn, P K., N. IF Holmgren and E. C. Baniett. 1990. Index

Hcrbarionun, Part FThe Herbaria of the World. Ed. 8. Regiium

Veg. 120.

Hunt, D. Mand R. E. Zaremba. 1992.The northeastward spread of

Microstegium vimineum (Poaceae) into NewYork and adjacent

states. Wiodora94; 167-170

Mehrhoff, L. J. 1982a-A short-lived addition to the flora of Comiecticut

Rhodora 84:305-307

\9^2h. Psilocary a scirpoidesTon., an addition to the

Comiecticut Hora. Rliodora 84:307-309.

Alitchell, R. S. andG. C.Tucker. 1991 Sagina japonica{S\\\) Ohw



36 miodora [Vol.97

(Caryophyllaceae), an overlooked adventive in the northcasyt

ern United States, l^liodora 93:192-194

Pratt, J. D. 1980. A naturalized population otRhanuius cilrifolia in

Comieeticut. Rhodora 82:523-524.

Seymour, F. C. 1969. The I'lora of New England. The Charles E.

Tuttle Company: Publishers, Rutland, V'ennont.

Shislikin, B. K., ed. 1970. Rora of the U. S. S. R.,Volume \T,Centro-

spermae. Israel Program for ScientificTranslalions,

Jcruselem.

Sieren, D. J. 1981. The taxonomy of the genus Eulhatnia. Rhodora

83:551-579.

Snyder, D. B. 1990. Strophostyles leiospermain NewJersey: adventive

or nativeo Bartonia 56:34-37

Tryon, R. M. 1940. An Osmunda hybrid. Amer. Fern J. 30:65-66 + 2

plates.

Tucker, G. C. 1987. Additions to the flora of Connecticut. Rhodora

89:217-219.

United States Fish &Wildlife Service. 1993.Endangered and Threat

ened Wildlife and Plants. 50 CFR 17.11 & 17.12.

THECONNECTICUTGEOLOGICAEANDNATURAEHISTORY
SURVEY
AND
THEG. SAFFORDTORREY HERBARIUM
DEPARTMENTOFECOLOGYANDEVOLUTIONARYBIOLOGY
BOXU-4

UNIVERSITY OFCONNECTICUT
STORRS,CONNECTICUT06269-3042



1995] MchrhoS-Conneclicut 37

Table 1. Taxa added lo the Preliminary Checklist of the

Vascular Flora of Connecticut (Dowhan 1979). E=State

Endangered, FT^Federally Threatened, SC=State Species

of Special Concern

TAXON First County

Record

Year of Conserv-

Fi rs t ation

Lycopodiella alopecuroides

Lycopodiella xcopelandii

Selaginella eclipes

Osmunda xruggii

Trichomenes intricatum

Pellaea glabella subsp. glabella

Echinodorus tenellus var. parvulus

Egeria dens a

Aira praecox

Microstegium vimineum

Panicum amarulum

Panicum scabriusculum

Vulpia myurus

Carex backii

Carex emoryi

Cyperus echinatus

Rhyncospora scirpoides

[syn. Psilocarya scirpoides]

Ornithogaluin nutans

Malaxis bayardii

Pilea fontana

Bassia hirsuta

Kochia sieversiana

Amaranthus pumilus

Sagina japonica

Glaucium flavum

Corydalis bulbosa

Bunias oricntalis

Teesdalia nudicaulis

Agrimonia microcarpa

Lespedeza cuneata

Lespedeza striata

Pueraria lobata

Strophostyles leiosperma

New Haven

New Have

Litchfield

Fairfield

Litchfield

Litchfield

Hartford

Fairfield

New London

Middlesex

Tolland

New London

Fairfield

Litchfield

Middlesex

New Haven

Hartford

New London

Tolland

Vliddlesex

New London

New London

New London

New London

Litchfield

Fairfield

New London

Hartford

New London

New London
Fairfield

New Haven

Record Status

1906

19(37

1983

1931

1983

1988

1989

1992

1992

199()

1983

1989

1992

1988

1 907

1881

1981

1983

1896

1991

1980

1981

1893

1988

New Londonn 1933

1992

1989

1985

1916

1978

1990

1928

1990

sc

sc
E
E

E

E

SC. FT
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TAXON First County

Record

Year of Conserv-

Geranium ncpalense var. thunbergii Ljtchfield

Croton glandulosus var. septentrionalis New London

Rhamnus citrifolia

Myriophyllum aquaticum

Centaurium pulchellum

Cuscuta indecora

Elsholtzia ciliata

Linaria dalmatica

Veronica beccabunga

Aster xblakei

Eupatorium album

Eupatorium hyssopifolium

var. laciniatum

Hartford

New I laven

Litchfield

Fairfield

Middlesex

New I .ondon

Litchfield

New London

New London

First ation

Record Status

1981

1978

1978

1946

1984

1 940

1990

1984

1 980

1982

1981

E
E

Tolland 1992

Euthamia tenuifolia var. microcephala New Lx)ndon 1933


